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First Amendment Journal Entries 
 

Instructions:  Each student should read at least 5 articles and complete at least 5 journal entries 
over the trimester.  You will not be graded on spelling, punctuation, etc…but I must be able to 
read your writing.  Each entry should be 1-2 pages.  Any extra journals, beyond the 5 required, 
will be extra credit. 
 
The First Amendment guarantees Americans Freedom in four areas: 
 1. Speech 
 2. Religion 
 3. Press 
 4. Protest 
 
There are some exceptions to this freedom.  For instance, you can’t do something that might hurt others 
or break laws.   
 
In schools, students/staff do not have the same freedoms as they do outside school.  Anything that is 
considered a disruption to learning is not allowed.  Also, the First Amendment does not allow public 
entities (like schools) to encourage or practice one religion, so schools are not allowed to celebrate 
religious holidays during the school day.  This is called the Separation of Church and State and all 
government institutions and offices are supposed to follow this rule. 
 
Think about the First Amendment as you read the article and write your 1-2 page journal entry.  You do 
NOT have to answer all - or any - of the questions below, but IF they apply to the article you read, you 
can consider them to help you write.  Only use # 7 if the article is about a school situation.  
 
 1.  How does this article relate to the First Amendment?  Which part of the Amendment? 

2.  Were the actions taken by authorities appropriate, based on the guidelines of the First 
Amendment?  
3.  How well does the First Amendment cover this situation?  
4.  How could the situation have been handled differently? How would you like to see it handled 
differently? 
5. What updates could be made to the First Amendment to make this situation better? How 
would you revise it? Who should be in charge of updating the First Amendment? 
6.  Think about the following statement: “There is a lot of gray area with the First Amendment.  
People interpret/apply it differently and it’s hard to know where to draw the line.”  Apply this 
statement to the article you read and talk about the “gray areas” in the incident you read about. 
7.  If the article you read is about students…what do you think about the First Amendment rules 
for students in this incident?  What would you change about them?  Who should decide what 
the rules are, and what ages they apply to?   
 


